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Dear Maxine, 

I have enjoyed r e a d i n g  your  r e c e n t  comments about  t h e  q u e s t i o n  
of c l o n i n g  of DNA. 
would b e  of i n t e r e s t  t o  you. E s s e n t i a l l y  what our  group h e r e  i n  
S e a t t l e  h a s  found i s  t h a t  t h e  p r o k a r y o t i c / e u k a r y o t i c  b a r r i e r  as 
p o s t u l a t e d  by Sinsheimer does n o t  occur  i n  n a t u r e .  W e  have found t h a t  
a s m a l l  p o r t i o n  of a plasmid p r e s e n t  i n  Agrobacterium tumefaciens i s  
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  p l a n t  t i s s u e  i n  the c o u r s e  of producing tumors i n  t h e  
h o s t  p l a n t .  

Enclosed you w i l l  f i n d  a p r e p r i n t  t h a t  I thought  

I probably  w i l l  b e  i n t e r v i e w e d  over  a l o c a l  r a d i o  s t a t i o n  i n  
t h e  n e x t  couple  of weeks. 
send m e  any s o r t  of g e n e r a l  l i t e r a t u r e  t h a t  you may have. S t a n l e y  
Cohen's r e c e n t  a r t i c l e  i n  Sc ience ,  I t h o u g h t ,  w a s  v e r y  w e l l  t aken;  
a l t h o u g h  some of t h e  people  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of Washington who 
have opposed DNA c l o n i n g  exper iments  have p o i n t e d  o u t  a couple  of 
weak p o i n t s  i n  h i s  arguments.  Anything you have a l o n g  t h e s e  l i n e s  
would b e  v e r y  h e l p f u l ,  as I f e e l  I might b e  i n  f o r  a h a r d  t i m e  d u r i n g  
t h e  c o u r s e  of  t h e  program. 

I would b e  v e r y  g r e a t f u l  i f  you could 

Thanks v e r y  much i n  advance f o r  your  h e l p .  

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,  
r 

M i l t o n  P. Gordon 
P r o f e s s o r  of Biochemistry 
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